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THE REALITY OF MIGRATION 

In this Bulletin we present the reality of Migration, 
some parts of the Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 
excerpts from the Twenty Points organized by the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development, in relation to migrants and 
refugees. In addition, a response to this sign of the 
times. 

The selfish interests of the capitalist economy 
have made migration A SOCIAL SIN that must be 
suffered by the most unprotected, the most 
vulnerable throughout the world. 

The Covid/19 pandemic increased the statistics of 
migration, since many businesses and the 
economy of scavenging were disappearing and 
increasing hunger and misery with deep 
repercussions especially on children and the 
elderly. 

                                                           
1  Fratelli Tutti y migraciones. Alberto Ares Mateos, sj. 
Instituto Universitario de estudios sobre migraciones, 
Comillas. 03 Marzo 2021, p.2 Tomado de:  

 

Many families have gone from consuming three to 
one meal a day and not with the nutrients 
necessary for health. 

For example, in the Americas, the phenomenon of 
migration has increased from Venezuela, given the 
social and political conditions there. According to 
the official statistics of Migration Colombia, so far, 
1.742.000 Venezuelans have entered Colombia. 
But we know that migratory flows through 
clandestine routes are greater.  

A reality that has made the situation in Colombia 
more difficult is the fact that it is a country that 
provides a transit route to the United States, a 
definitive destination of choice for many migrants 
from all over the world. 

POPE FRANCIS AND MIGRANTS 
FRATELLI TUTTI 

Pope Francis, in the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, on 
fraternity and social friendship, presents as a 
paradigm of authentic fraternity the Good 
Samaritan, who lives universal fraternity when he 
approaches the excluded, when he does not pass 
by and makes us realize that "the existence of each 
one of us is linked to that of others: life is not time 
that passes, but time of encounter"1 (FT 66). 

"Open fraternity allows us to recognize, value and 
love each person beyond physical proximity, 
beyond the place in the universe where he or she 
was born or where he or she lives" (Cf. FT 1). And 
"authentic social friendship is built on dialogue 
and respect for diverse identities, promoting an 
authentic culture of encounter"2 (Cf. FT 1).  

Today's society needs to build a culture in which a 
"community of belonging and solidarity" (FT 36) is 
possible; where it must be distinguished that "it is 

https://jesuitas.lat/noticias/16-nivel-3/5995-fratelli-tutti-
con-la-perspectiva-de-los-migrantes  
2 Ibíd.  

"I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly" Jesus - Jn 10:10 
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neither the global sphere that annuls, nor the 
localist narcissism that sterilizes, it is the 
polyhedron, where at the same time that each one 
is respected in its value, the whole is more than 
the part" (FT 145). 

Pope Francis proposes that "our efforts with 
regard to incoming migrants can be summed up in 
four verbs: to welcome, to protect, to promote 
and to integrate" (FT 129).  

The Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development, organized these four verbs into 
Twenty Points, with the purpose of constructively 
participating in the realization of the Global 
Compacts that took place in the year 20183.  

To welcome. To open new safe and legal 
humanitarian channels for migrants and 
refugees.  

St. Francis of Assisi, an example of universal 
openness and welcome to all created beings, "felt 
himself brother of the sun, the sea and the wind, 
and knew that he was even more united to those 
who were of his own flesh. He sowed peace 
everywhere and walked close to the poor, to the 
abandoned, to the sick, to the discarded, to the 
last" (FT 2). 

For people fleeing armed conflicts, generalized 
violence, environmental catastrophes and terrible 
persecutions, often caught in the clutches of 
unscrupulous criminal organizations, responses 
such as: increasing and simplifying the granting of 
visas, adopting private and community 
sponsorship programs, opening humanitarian 
corridors for the most vulnerable refugees, 
providing adequate and decent accommodation, 
guaranteeing personal safety and access to basic 
services, ensuring adequate consular assistance, 
etc., are indispensable (Cf. FT 130). 

When migrants arrive in our contexts, what is 
expected of a Christian, and even more of a 
religious, of a religious sister, is to be welcome   
with concrete gestures. For the Capuchin Tertiary 
family, welcoming is part of its identity. 

                                                           
3 https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-

content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-
para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf 

To protect. To guarantee the rights and dignity of 
migrants and refugees.  

The right to life is the most fundamental of all 
rights, and cannot depend on a person's legal 
status. To protect is to defend the Rights and 
Dignity of Migrants and Refugees. "To care for 
fragility, which means strength and tenderness, 
struggle and fruitfulness, in the midst of a 
functionalist and privatist model that leads 
inexorably to the "throwaway culture". To take 
charge of the present in its most marginal and 
distressing situation, and to be able to give it 
dignity” (Cf. FT 188).  

Protecting implies, among other things, "the right 
to have personal identity documents with them at 
all times, equal access to justice, the possibility of 
opening bank accounts and the guarantee of the 
basics for vital subsistence, giving them freedom 
of movement and the possibility of working, 
protecting minors and ensuring them regular 
access to education, providing for temporary 
custody or foster care programs"  (FT 130). 

To promote. To favor the integral human 
development of migrants and refugees. 

To promote means essentially to work so that all 
migrants and refugees, as well as the communities 
that welcome them, are given the possibility of 
fulfilling themselves as persons in all the 
dimensions that make up the humanity willed by 
the Creator4. Among these, the religious 
dimension (Cf. FT 130) must be recognized in its 
proper value, guaranteeing to all foreigners 
present in the territory the freedom to profess and 
practice their own faith. Many migrants and 

 
4 Cf. Pablo VI, Carta enc. Populorum progressio, 14. 

https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
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refugees have qualifications that should be 
certified and properly valued. To strive to promote 
social and labor insertion by guaranteeing to all, 
including asylum seekers, the possibility of work, 
linguistic and active citizenship training courses, as 
well as adequate information in their own 
languages. In the case of underage migrants, their 
participation in labor activities must be regulated 
in order to prevent abuses and risks to their 
normal growth. To  favor family reunification, 
including grandparents, siblings and 
grandchildren, without ever subjecting it to 
economic requirements. With respect to migrants, 
asylum seekers and refugees with disabilities, they 
should be assured greater attention and 
assistance. To favor international cooperation and 
humanitarian assistance, medical and social 
assistance, as well as tertiary education5.  

To integrate. To enrich communities through 
greater participation of migrants and refugees.  

"For those who have long since arrived and 
participate in the social fabric, it is important to 
apply the concept of "citizenship", which "is based 
on equality of rights and duties under whose 
protection all enjoy justice. For this reason, it is 
necessary to commit ourselves to establish in our 
society the concept of full citizenship and 
renounce the discriminatory use of the word 
minorities, which brings with it the seeds of feeling 
isolated and inferior; it paves the way for hostility 
and discord and takes away the achievements and 
religious and civil rights of some citizens by 
discriminating against them" (FT 131) 

According to the concept that integration is 
neither assimilation nor incorporation, but a two-
way process, essentially rooted in mutual 
recognition of the richness of each other's culture, 
it is necessary for States to adopt laws that 
facilitate local integration, policies and programs 
that actively promote a positive view and 
solidarity with migrants and refugees.6  

In conclusion, the current context presents in 
migration a "paradigm of complex social 
integration, that is, understanding the immigrant 
as such, and leaving behind the instrumental vision 

                                                           
5 Mensaje del Santo Padre Francisco para la Jornada Mundial 
del Emigrante y el Refugiado 2018. 
6 https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-
para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf 

of this population as a faceless and faceless 
productive component without history, which, we 
add, is the beginning of a violation of their human 
rights because, not being recognized as a full 
subject of rights, it is easier for their integrity to be 
violated.  

Integration is a process and a necessary result for 
the coexistence between the host society and the 
immigrants. In this process, which can take many 
forms, a reduction of obstacles and resistance 
against multiculturalism itself is assumed”7. 

 

  AS “STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS  
OF THIS WORLD” 

St. Francis, in his experience of encountering the 
brother, recognizes the value of living 
interpersonal relationships that transcend not 
only the place of origin but also the race and 
religion. An episode worth to be mentioned  is his 
visit "to Sultan Malik-el-Kamil, in Egypt, which 
meant a great effort for him due to his poverty, 
the few resources he had, the distance and the 
differences in language, culture and religion. This 
trip, in that historical moment marked by the 
crusades, showed even more the greatness of the 
love so wide he wanted to live, and the eagerness 
to embrace everyone 8”. 

We find ourselves with the figure of St. Francis, 
open to those who need to discover love in its 
diversity and especially with those who are 

7 Cf. Fratelli Tutti y migraciones. Alberto Ares Mateos, sj. 
Instituto Universitario de estudios sobre migraciones, 
Comillas. 03 Marzo 2021, p.2 Tomado de:  
https://jesuitas.lat/noticias/16-nivel-3/5995-fratelli-tutti-
con-la-perspectiva-de-los-migrantes  
8 Tomado de www.profesorgentile.com/n/la política-y-la-
fraternidad.html Dr. Jorge Horacio Gentile 

https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/20-Puntos-de-Acci%C3%B3n-para-los-Pactos-Globales.ES_.pdf
https://jesuitas.lat/noticias/16-nivel-3/5995-fratelli-tutti-con-la-perspectiva-de-los-migrantes
https://jesuitas.lat/noticias/16-nivel-3/5995-fratelli-tutti-con-la-perspectiva-de-los-migrantes
http://www.profesorgentile.com/n/la
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discriminated against for various social causes.  His 
fidelity to God was proportional to his love for his 
brothers and sisters. This attitude is also 
characteristic of our Father Founder, who since his 
Franciscan experience he was a man attentive to 
the cry of the needy, the excluded, regardless of 
the consequences of his choices He even 
experienced migration in his life, when he traveled 
to Bayonne (France), in search of his response to 
the call of God, always with an open spirit, risky 
and without securities to embrace the mystery of 
his vocation.  

But we know that migration is an action that 
humanity, since its inception, has practiced for 
various reasons. 

Adam and Eve had to leave paradise and to 
migrate, always under God's protection. The 
reality of "strangers and pilgrims" characterizes 
the situation of the patriarchs, the Levites and 
the People of God in the desert during the 
Exodus. 

The Son of God, sent by his Father, comes 
mercifully to the world of sin as a good shepherd 
and poor traveler to give up his life for his sheep. 
He was the stranger of migrants from his birth, 
placed in a manger, because he had no room in 
the inn. 

Jesus calls his disciples and invites them to leave 
everything in order to a new mission that he 
entrusts to them. 

We, Capuchin Tertiaries of the Holy Family are 
called “to strive to live as "strangers and pilgrims 
of this world"9 “detached from all things, seeking 
only God, the only true good. We joyfully accept 
insecurity, lack, dependence and renunciation. In 
this way we bear witness before the world to the 
values of the Kingdom”10. "The cry of the poor 
and our preferential option for them is a 
constant call to an austere and simple lifestyle"11.  

We walk with the poorest and neediest, who 
today continue to be many of those who have 
had to leave their land because of war, hunger, 
natural disasters, global warming and many 
other causes. That "leads us to share their 
aspirations, hopes, needs and to collaborate, 
since our charism, for their integral promotion”12 

 

                                                           
9 Cf. Test 24. 
10 Cf. Const. 18. 

CAPUCHIN TERTIARY SISTERS 
ACCOMPANYING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 

The Tertiary Capuchin Sisters of the Holy Family, 
who carry out the Mission in Villavicencio, 
together with their work teams, have worked out  
three ways to mitigate so many needs of 
immigrant families: 

 

1. SUPPORT TO FORMAL EDUCATION 

 

Children from families who decide to settle in 
Villavicencio (Colombia),  are helped to get places 
in educational institutions. Through the "School 
for All" Program, they are supported with 
uniforms, school kits, study support so necessary 
in virtual education and visits to their families, to 
accompany them in their difficulties and to 
encourage them to discover new opportunities, 
always as prophets of hope. 

 

11 Cf. Const. 20.  
12 Ibíd. 
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2. HUNGER RELIEF 

 

The Food Bank, through the parishes, supports 
migrant families providing them solidarity 
markets during their staying in the city. Through 
the "Camino de la Esperanza Foundation”, a 
monthly solidarity market is delivered to families 
living in the town.  

We always look for new paths of SOLIDARITY 
with joy and decision, missionaries of the 
Kingdom of God, following the example of many 
Sisters who have preceded us, we ask for food for 
the poor... even if it costs, God's Providence is 
always there. 
 

3. STRENGTHENING OF ENTERPRISES 

Many migrant families create their own activities 
to generate income and to be able to have their 

basic goods. Some of the activities are: fast food, 
weekend tamales, sale of coffee, handicrafts, sale 
of cell phone accessories and others.  

A project was presented to Adveniat and with this 
support a basic accounting training process is 
being implemented for people who have small 
businesses. The aim is to provide them with 
comprehensive training so that the "Seed Capital" 
can be maintained and increased.  

The seed capital is given 
in kind and in amounts 
that do not exceed the 
real capacities of the 
entrepreneur. A variety 
of fairs have been 
organized for 
entrepreneurs to make 
themselves known. 
Through training in 
network management, 
we have entered into 
the virtual offer of 
products and in  
domiciles. The results of the program are very 
significant. 

Learn more about the Sisters of Villavicencio 
(Click here):  https://youtu.be/rlKfekDWNiU 

 

WE REFLECT AND SHARE 

1. Confronting our presence in the local reality of 
immigration, the statistics related to immigrants 
what do tell us?  

2. Have we been interested in approaching, 
joining and/or participating in institutions, 
groups or networks that are at the service of 
immigration in the locality?  

3. How can we continue to concretize the 
commitment that Pope Francis asks from us in 
the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti? 

 
 

Sisters of the Provincial JPIC Animation Team, Mother of the Good Shepherd Province 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality was first a mode of survival, which presented an element of reciprocity and the 
condition of possibility to meet God through the stranger. This hospitality speaks to us about 

our vulnerability and the common memory of having been strangers in a strange land, 
descendants of a wandering Aramean. 

Hostility, on the other hand, is anchored in the fear of losing privileges linked with exclusion 
and marginality of other persons and unmasks the importance of a radical hospitality. 

Alberto Ares, SJ 

https://youtu.be/rlKfekDWNiU

